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Detailed Description Text - DETX (338) : 

In one application, the browsing techniques 
described above may be applied 
to a domain where the target objects are 
purchasable goods. When shoppers look 
for goods to purchase over the Internet or other 
electronic media, it is 

typically necessary to display thousands or tens of 
thousands of products in a 

fashion that helps consumers find the items they 
are looling for. The current 

practice is to use hand-crafted menus and sub-menus 
in which similar items are 

grouped together. It is possible to use the 
automated clustering and browsing 

methods described above to more effectively group 
and present the items . 

Purchasable items can be hierarchically clustered 
using a plurality of 

different criteria. Useful attributes for a 
purchasable item include but are 

not limited to a textual description and predefined 



category labels (if 

available) , the unit price of the item, and an 
associative attribute listing 

the users who have bought this item in the past. 
Also useful is an associative 

attribute indicating which other items are often 
bought on the same shopping 

"trip" as this item; items that are often bought on 
the same trip will be 

judged similar with respect to this attribute, so 
tend to be grouped together. 

Retailers may be interested in utilizing a similar 
technique for purposes of 

predicting both the nature and relative quantity of 
items which are likely to 

be popular to their particular clientele,. This 
prediction may be made by using 

aggregate purchasing records as the search profile 
set from which a collection 

of target objects is recommended. Estimated 
customer demand which is 

indicative of (relative) inventory quantity for each 
target object item is 

determined by measuring the cluster variance of 

that item compared to another 

target object item (which is in stock) . 



